
 

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH 
 

 
 

Good Shepherd Parish is a prayerful community of 
believers who joyfully proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

We follow the example of our Shepherd, 
caring for one another and all those in need. 

Nourished by the Eucharist and guided by Scripture, 
we welcome all and share our blessings 
through worship, education and service. 

 
Welcome to Good Shepherd!  Your presence here is a gift.  You bring new life 
to an already vital community.  Your gifts and talents, time and treasure, faith 
and presence, will enrich this parish community, just as it will enrich you in 
your journey of faith.  Whatever the path that has led you here, know that we 
are happy to welcome you to the family! 
 
One of the hallmarks of Good Shepherd is generosity.  So many people work so 
hard on behalf of our parish.  You have joined a parish who will minister to 
your needs generously and who will welcome you to share your gifts just as 
generously.  As we grow, we hope to continue to expand our ministries, so feel 
free to share your ideas, time, treasure, energy and vision! 
 
You have come here at a special and exciting time.  We are a parish on the 
move!  Given the growth in the Smithville area, we are moving and building a 
new facility on 35 acres on the southeast corner of Highway 169 and 188th 
Street, 3½ miles north of our current location.  Phase 1 will see the 
construction of a new church, parish hall, classrooms and offices.  The target 
date for completion of Phase 1 is November 2011.  This is an important and 
graced time in the history of our parish.  We are looking to the future with 
great hope and excitement, bolstered by a spirit of gratitude for the past.  It is 
good that you are here.  Under our Shepherd’s care, we go forward together in 
faith.  Welcome to our parish! 
       
 
Fr. Greg Haskamp, Pastor 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 

HISTORY OF GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

 

 

 

 

In 1972, a group of Catholics in the Smithville area began meeting with Fr. 
Jerry Mahoney, then assigned at St. Charles Parish, to talk about establishing a 
parish in Smithville.  Through their gathering and conversation, it was clear 
that there was the need and the desire for a parish to serve the Smithville 
area.  Throughout the 1970’s, this gathering continued.  Mass was celebrated in 
the basement of a local bank and parish functions began to happen regularly, 
thus giving shape to the community that became Church of the Good Shepherd.   
 
The first church was soon built and was dedicated in October 1980.  Steady 
growth throughout the 1980’s, however, made clear that the challenge of 
building the parish had just begun.  As soon as the debt from the first building 
was retired, plans took shape for expansion.  In October 1990, new classrooms, 
a new kitchen and expanded parish hall were completed and dedicated, just 10 
years after the building of the church.  In both phases, incredible dedication 
and generosity from parishioners made the building possible.  Such generosity 
has become a hallmark of our parish. 
 
From 1990 to 2005, Church of the Good Shepherd experienced a growth rate of 
206%, mirroring the trend of rapid growth throughout the Northland of Kansas 
City.  Early in the new millennium, plans developed at Good Shepherd for a 
new church.  But in 2004, the Diocese evaluated these plans against the growth 
projections for the area and decided that a comprehensive study was needed in 
the Northland.  That study was completed in Spring of 2007, and directed Good 
Shepherd to move to a larger location in the Smithville area and build an 
entirely new facility.   
 
To that end, the parish purchased 35 acres of land on the southeast corner of 
Highway 169 & 188th Street, about 3½ miles north of the current location.  
Working with HMN Architects and Castrop Design Group, Good Shepherd has 
developed plans for a new home that includes a church, parish hall, 
classrooms, meeting rooms, offices and a rectory, with a possible school in the 
future.  Phase 1 (church, hall, classrooms, offices) is currently being built by 
Straub Construction. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

MINISTRIES  
 
 
From that Mission Statement, we continue to discover our call to ministry as a 
parish and as individuals.  While we are grateful for what we are able to do 
today, we know that we are called to keep growing and developing as a 
ministerial presence in the Smithville community.   
 
LITURGY 
We believe, as the Second Vatican Council tells us, that the Liturgy is the 
source and summit of the life of our parish.  As our mission statement says, we 
are “Nourished by the Eucharist.”  In the Liturgy, we receive the care and 
presence of our Shepherd and respond in thanksgiving for such goodness.  
Parishioners serve as Cantors, Accompanists, Extraordinary Ministers of the 
Eucharist, Lectors, Ushers, Servers and Gift Bearers at Mass, and are invited to 
join the work of planning liturgies as we journey through the Liturgical Year.  
 
We also celebrate Eucharistic Adoration on the first and third Sundays of the 
month.  All parishioners are invited to sign up for an hour of prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament. 
 
PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE 
Our Pastoral Care committee incarnates the compassionate presence of the 
Good Shepherd, visiting the sick and homebound, bringing Communion and a 
caring presence each Friday.  Parishioners serve in this capacity on a rotating 
basis.  Once monthly, Mass is celebrated at the local nursing home, Golden 
Living Health Center. Parishioners assist the residents in getting to and 
celebrating the Mass. We also have a group of nurses in the Parish who have 
begun a Parish Nursing program.  Educating parishioners about health concerns, 
offering monthly blood pressure screenings and encouraging healthy lifestyles 
are all part of the work of parish nurses. 
 
RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE 
Our Respect Life Committee meets throughout the year to help our parish 
maintain a focus on the Life issues we as a Church stand for.  Through service 
opportunities, public witness, prayer and other avenues, the Respect Life 
Committee invite the entire parish to reflect on and stand for the value and 
dignity of all human life.  All are welcome to join. 
 
WELCOMING COMMITTEE 
The Welcoming Committee nourishes a spirit of hospitality and warmth at Good 
Shepherd by helping new parishioners register and get involved in the life of 
the parish.  Members of this committee host a monthly registration table in 
conjunction with weekend Masses to offer a welcoming presence to all, 
especially visitors and new members. 
 



 

YOUTH AND ADULT EDUCATION 
As the Liturgy nourishes us, we are called to grow in knowledge, appreciation 
and practice of our faith.  We form and educate children, youth and adults 
through Parish School of Religion (PSR), Youth Group and the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RCIA).   
 Parish School of Religion (PSR)--Parishioners serve as Catechists in PSR 

and in the annual Vacation Bible School in August. 
 
 Youth Group--Youth and adults work together in the Youth Group to 

minister to the spiritual, academic and social needs of the youth. 
 
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)--The RCIA initiates adults 

into the faith of the Catholic Church.  The Inquiry process happens year-
round, giving those interested an opportunity to ask questions and begin 
the discernment process in a faith-filled and welcoming environment.  
Actual formation sessions (classes) begin in the Fall.  The one seeking 
entrance into the Church assesses their own readiness for the next level 
throughout the process.  Parishioners serve as Team Members in RCIA, 
teaching, hosting, inviting and encouraging. 
 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Stewardship Committee seeks to encourage and cultivate an atmosphere of 
generous giving in our parish.  We believe that God’s blessings flow through us, 
so as disciples, we are called to share time, talent and treasure as an 
expression of our gratitude for and faith in God’s generosity.



 

 
 

Organizations, Activities 
 
 We have a very active and dynamic Knights of Columbus organization here 

at Good Shepherd.  Council 9272 works hard throughout the year sponsoring 
various events, some of which include: Fish Frys and other special dinners, 
an Annual Golf Tournament, an Annual Vacation Bible School (mentioned 
above), a Mardi Gras celebration to benefit both Vacation Bible School and 
Youth Ministry, and service projects for people in need.  The Knights also 
mow the grass in the summertime and assist with some repair and 
maintenance throughout the year.  The Knights meet on the second 
Thursday of the month.  Membership is open to all men of the parish. 

 
 The Altar Society is also an active and dynamic group in our parish.  They 

sponsor an annual Harvest Dinner, a Garage Sale in the summer, and host 
funeral dinners (Martha’s Ministry) for families after the loss of a loved one.  
The Altar Society is also responsible for the seasonal decorating of the 
Church, annual Christmas baskets for the homebound and the needy, the 
laundering of liturgical linens and other year-round tasks.  The Altar Society 
meet throughout the year for business meetings, and also play Bunco 
together on a monthly basis.  Membership is open to all women of the 
parish. 

 
 Every second Thursday of the month, September through May, our parish 

hosts a Mass and potluck luncheon that is open to all parishioners.  Mass 
begins at 11am and is followed by the luncheon.  This is a great opportunity 
to meet and get connected to other parishioners. 

 
 On a regular basis, volunteers are needed to assist with tasks in the Parish 

Office.  With frequent bulletin inserts and parish-wide mailings, many hands 
must work together to accomplish the work necessary to maintain good 
communication and information sharing.  All are welcome to help, but the 
work is typically done during the week and during Parish Office hours. 

  



 

 
 

BUSINESS & PARISH COUNCILS AND STAFF 
 
 
 Our Finance Council is responsible for the development and maintenance of 

the parish budget, and work closely with the Pastor and Staff to maintain 
financial responsibility and accountability.  The group meets monthly, and 
membership is by invitation of the pastor.  The Finance Council also offers a 
ministry throughout the year to help parishioners grow in the Stewardship 
way of life.  The Virtus Program is offered at different times to give 
parishioners an opportunity to reflect on and grow in the knowledge and 
practice of handling money God’s way.  This is open to all. 

 
 Our Parish Council meets monthly as a visioning body to help the parish 

stay connected to our Mission.  The Council functions as an advisory body to 
the Pastor and serves as a listening group in the parish.  The Council meets 
monthly and new members are elected and/or discerned annually. 

 
We are blessed with a dedicated and competent staff who direct or support 
these ministries: Fr. Greg Haskamp, Pastor; Maurine Gardner, Business 
Manager;  Ron Sondag, Pastoral Associate (RCIA, Music/Liturgy, PSR, Adult 
Faith Formation); Cindy Samlow, Secretary; Chris Koile, Youth Minister and 
Coordinator of Eucharistic Adoration; Melody Hulshof, Facility Cleaner.  The 
Parish Office is open from 8am to 4pm, Monday through Friday.  Visit Good 
Shepherd on the web at www.goodshepherdmo.org.  All dimensions of parish 
life are represented there! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.goodshepherdmo.org/


 

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH 

As followers of the Good Shepherd, we imitate the love we have received.  We live our 
 faith by feeding, guiding, tending and loving one another, providing for others from the 
 abundance we have been given.  When people look at us, they will see the Shepherd.    
When people meet us, they will know the Shepherd.  When we care for others, 
 they will encounter the Shepherd. 
 
I choose to contribute to our parish community by becoming a part of: 
 
  
 

 
 

   
 
 

COMMITTEES 
Finance Committee                 
Parish Council    
Pastoral Care    
  Nursing Home Visits 
  In Home Visits 
Respect Life    
Stewardship Committee    
Welcoming Committee   
Worship Committee    
 
Worship Committee    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITURGY/WORSHIP 
Altar Server    
Eucharistic Minister    
Lector    
Usher    
Music Ministry    
  Cantor 
  Choir  
  Musician 
Seasonal Decorating    

 

ORGANIZATIONS 
Altar Society    
Knights of Columbus    
Youth    
RCIA    
PSR     

 

SERVICE/OUTREACH  
Altar Laundry    
Christmas Baskets    
Funeral Dinners    
Harvest Dinner    
Money Counter    
Monthly Potluck    
Stuffing Bulletins    
 

                I CHOOSE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE PARISH FINANCIALLY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
                                  JULY 1, 2010 THRU JUNE 30, 2011 WILL BE: 
                       WEEKLY IN THE AMOUNT OF: $                                      
                      MONTHLY IN THE AMOUNT OF: $      
                             PLEASE NOTE THAT STATEMENTS ON YOUR PLEDGE WILL BE SENT ANNUALLY (JANUARY 2011) 

 

Person volunteering and chosen ministry: 
 
                  
 
                  
 
               
If you volunteer for Altar Server, Lector, Eucharistic Minister or Usher, 
please make note of the mass time you attend: 
                                    
 

 


